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Foreword

Today the country has experienced unprecedented urbanization that is much
beyond the imagination of our planners in nineteen sixties and seventies. Like
in other countries, the urban population explosion due to both the pull and push
factors, is becoming a reality in our country as well. As a result there is immense
pressure on land and landed properties in the urban areas. It has therefore become
urgent to have clear regulations that would provide standard and uniform
procedure throughout the country in dealing with landed and building property
in the urban areas. These Area and Property Regulations formulated under the
auspices of the Bhutan Municipal Act 1999 and approved by the Government
will empower the municipalities to process transfer, subdivision or consolidation,
establish owner apartment, carry out planning and administration, establish
orderly situation regarding ownership, purchase and sale of separate units in a
building, carry out other functions specified in Municipal Act, Section 49 of
landed and building property. They will also create mobility in the market for
landed and building property and streamline property transactions in a
transparent and systematic way. It would also greatly benefit the landowners,
as there is a legal procedure and standard established in dealing with their

property.

(Leki Dorji)
Deputy Minister
2003
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2. “Person” means any individual, partnership, company, government agchcy or other
association of persons, which is recognised as a separate legal entity.

“Plot,” means a piece of landed property enclosed by definite boundary.
“Unit” means a separately owned part of a building property.

“Owner” means a separate legal entity having ownership regardless of whether this
entity represents a group of persons holding joint, shared or other kind of mutual
ownership.

“Joint Owner” means a person who, with one or more other persons, is jointly registered
as the owner of a plot or unit.

“Share Owner” means a person who is the registered owner of a specified and undivided
part or share in a plot or unit.

“Municipal Corporation” means a Municipal Authority, which has been granted full
Municipal Charter or other Municipal Bodies as declared by the Competent Authority.
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